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the aid of the democratic go\ ei mr.ents and to the. annoyance
of Germany, to make the League of Nations a success.

The Treaty of Locarno banded France, Britain, Germany,
Italy, and Belgium togrlhcr far peace and obviously against
Russia; a secret injudiciomly revealed by Ormcsby-Gore,
a Cabinet Minister, when he said :

"The solidarity of (fliristian eivili/aiion is necessary
1o stem the most sinister growth that lias arisen in
European history. . . . Locarno mean:, thai so far as
the present government of Germany is concerned, it is
detached from Russia and is throwing in its lot with the
Western party."

In fact, the one cons taut factor in the years between 1917
and 1939 in British foreign policy has been our hatred and
detestation of the Soviet Union. Whene.ver possible we
have tried to damage her. We may recall the Red election
of 1924 and the forged ZinovieirLetter, with ils sequel the
raid upon " Arcos 31 and the breaking olf of all trade
negotiations. Or the Metro-Vick trial of 1933, when we
proclaimed oar agents innocent when one had already
pleaded guilty, and our Ambassador left for London in
response to a telegraphic order requesting him to return
to England immediately for consultation ; a situation
which nearly led to a complete rupture between the two
countries.

This incident has a peculiar importance in connexion
with the events of the past few months, for the behaviour
of Mr. Strang in 1934 to the highest Soviet Court
of Justice at the commencement of the trial, surely made
him an unsuitable spokesman for England in 1939-
Mr. Strang was at that time the diplomatic official who
became our chargi d'affaires when the British Ambassador left
Moscow. Was it malignity or ineptitude that sent Mr.
Strang to " speed up " our talks with the Kremlin in
June? The leaders of the Kremlin have long memories.

A review of the past twenty years leaves one astonished at
the continued tolerance shown by the Soviet Union. The
explanation must surely lie in its own desire for peace as
essential for social development, and because it has seen